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rC ,10PANDUM FOR: 	 The Director of Central Intelligence

Creek-Turkish-Yugoslav Diplomatic Initiative
concerning Albania.

NC41-;: 	 NA: YOU Tins article of July 12, 1951.

1. I am in full agreement with your comment to the affect that the
diplomatic initiative on the part of the Turkish, qreek and Yugoslav
Governments ae reported in the reference issue of the Ni=7,4 YAK . TIKL,%
is of exceptional importance. I learned of this development for the

..firettime while still on shipboard, and one of the first questions I
asked upon my return to the office was as followss

"Was this initiative taken as the independent
• (self-generated) action of the three nations concerned,

or was it stimulated by ourselves, the British or both?
If they did it co their own, at use does our Govern-
ment.propose to make of this happy windfall by way of
fitting it into a broader pattern of diplomatic action
focused on the loosening of Alba:Dian ties to the rcviet

•orbit? If, on the other taild, it was inspired by as or
the British, mhet are.the other steps contemplated --
having in mind the interests of other parties including
the Italians and the probable desirability of providing
UZ and Pritish guarantees in supOort of the promises of

• -the three neighboring 0U:tee?" .

In Asking these questions of our staff, I had in mind our old paper.
on Albania ind . the'numereue questions mtich•have been put to us more
recently. It will be recalled that we have always maintained.that
the neceasery first step would bo in the diplomatic field and that
scastime prior to my departure for Europe we were endeavoring to get
some action going in the State . Depertaent. Ws visualised (and pro-

posed to State) that therelhonld be * conoorting . of diplomatic.
action as between ourselvesp . thelritioh, the Italians, the nreeke,
the Yugoalavei the Turks and possibly the Trench	 with a view to
arriving At common understandings and agreements doncerning the
independence and territorial. integrity of AJjenia, to he followed
by steteniente -- not necessarily coordinated -- Imikinr, the views of
the powers concerned known to the world and inre eepoclaqy to the
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Albanians. It was our thought that in order for any of our opera-
tions to be really efloctive, it would be necessary to prepare the
proper atmosphereby . these diplomatic actions, and we expressed the
view that the cumulative impact of a series of declarations would,
in itself, be very strong.

2. While on my recent trip, T undertook to prepare our Embassies
in London and Rome for the possible reception by them of proposal* •
from the Department to be discussed by them with the British and
Italian Governments. Julius Holmes was quite receptive. Our Embassy
people in Rome were likewise receptive, but pointed out that the unre-
solved problem of Trieste would probably stand as a bar to successful
negotietions as between . the Italians and the Yugoslays on the subject
of Albania (or for that matter almost any other important subject).
The Trieste problem in turn is greatly complicated by the weakness of
de Gesport's position and the fact that he eannot-afford to make a
move at this time which would -- of necessity -- involve MOW apparent
concessions to the Yugoslav point of view. Notwithstanding this prob-.
len, I was not discouraged by our Embeeer people in Rome, and as well
as I recall we left it that they would do what they could upon receipt
of an eventual communication from the Department.

3. My latest information on the status of this matter within
the State Department is to the effect that no action has been taken
by State pending the outcome of the current high-level policy review
which in under discussion today.

4. One final point of some significance -- when I asked Rob
Scott, the new British Minister here, what he knew about the news
item which T ihowed him in the ship's bulletin, he said that as far
as he was aware the British Foreign Office had not stiMulated and
in any case had played no direct role in the Greek-Turkish-Yugoslav
initiative. He was hot sure about this but thought he would have
beard about it had the Foreign Office engineered the development.
It would therefore appear that this initiative was self-generated
-- and it would further appear that we Should move swiftly to cepi-
tali*. upon it 	 fit it into a 'broader pattern of diplomatic action.
It is slightly diaturbing to note in the NSW URN TIMES 'article the
eaphasie *high is planed upon the fact that only the independence,
and not the territorial integrit7, of Albania vas the substance of
the Ti5artite declaration.,

(Signed) • FliGtiK 0. VIIVIE1

DD/NFGW/bjm 7/16/53
Orig - to DcI „0104-.	 FMK C. WI H1

1 cc - C/SE %001"-	 Deputy Director (Plans)
1 cc - C/PP - attIn

• 1 cc C	 SECRET
1 cc DD /P chrono	 '1 cc DD/P subj file.	 SOcurity Informot ir-


